STEP 3: Change Gun Laws

A. Voting for candidates who support
common sense gun safety regulations
and initiatives and opposing ones who
take money from the NRA

Ultimately, some elected officials will never change their position on guns, and the
only way to move policy in your state will be to vote those people out of office.

In any vote you make, take care to vote for candidates who support gun safety
laws and initiatives and opposing ones who take money from the NRA.
Identifying which politicians fall into that category may be tricky, but here are some
tips for identifying them:
1) Has the elected official taken money from the NRA or a local affiliate? You can
find this information on the Federal Election Commission website or state level
election commission websites. Links to the FEC are in the online Library of
Resources.
2) Has the elected official sponsored/cosponsored or voted for any legislation that
makes it easier to get guns or allows more people to carry loaded hidden firearms in
public places? Some examples: Permit-less concealed carry laws, strict scrutiny
laws, extending licensing laws to younger populations, allowing guns on school
campus, removing disqualifying convictions for the list of prohibited people,
creating exceptions to gun laws for classes of people (veterans, law enforcement,
concealed carry permit holders), stand your ground laws, and efforts to repeal
permit-to-purchase legislation
3) Has the elected official used tired
gun lobby arguments as to why gun
laws will not work in your state?
See pages 6-7 for arguments.

STEP 3: Change Gun Laws

B. Building coalitions

Building coalitions of interested individuals and groups can be hard work as each
person coming to the issue may be coming with a different set of interests or
concerns. However, in the end the hard work usually pays off. The important thing to
remember is that everyone working on gun violence prevention is there to keep the
community safe. Whether or not you agree on each other's tactics, you should be
respectful of each other and never work to counter what your allies are doing. Coming
at an issue from two different angles can also be helpful because legislators are also
diverse and where a partner fails to move a legislator you might be successful, and
vice versa.
We encourage engaging the following constituencies when building your coalition:

SubGroup Professions Why This Group Matters
Public Service
Workers

Law enforcement,
legislators, district
attorneys, community
activists, spiritual
leaders

Members of this subgroup understand policy.
They see it in action and what makes good and
bad policy. They can take the lead on helping
craft language, provide procedural insight and
structure arguments effectively

Firearm Specialists

Firearm owners,
hunters, dealers,
licensing authorities,
and trainers

This subgroup can be a valuable addition to
any advocacy effort as they can help you craft
messages that are amenable to wider
audiences

Subject Matter
Experts

Lived Experience

Criminologists, public
health advocates,
educators, mental
health professionals

Each of these individuals brings data and
experience to every component of gun
legislation. Their help is critical to crafting
policy that creates the most positive effects
while weighing potential unintended
consequences.

Survivors, victims,
This group's life experience will help contribute
physicians,
unique perspectives and appeal to the emotions
rehabilitated criminals, of your target audience.
business owners

